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Purpose

To seek approval of the Council’s Tree Policy to ensure that Gosport 
Borough Council provides an effective and consistent approach to its 
Arboricultural Services. 

Recommendation

That the board approve the revision of the Council’s Tree Policy 
(Appendix A).

1 Background

1.1 On a national level the Government recognises the value of trees and 
the need to plan for a sustainable future, particularly in an urban 
context. It encourages Local Authorities to produce long term plans 
for the care of their trees. Gosport Borough Council has a legal 
responsibility for the management of all trees on council owned land 
(including those which are attributed Tree protection orders (TPO’s).

1.2 Trees provide a range of environmental, economic and social 
benefits. On a practical level trees play a crucial role in mitigating 
climate change by absorbing carbon monoxide and increasing 
biodiversity by providing natural links with parks and open spaces 
and allowing the movement of wildlife and improve air quality. Trees 
make a significant contribution to the quality of life and Gosport is 
fortunate to have in excess of 30,000 throughout the Borough.

2 Report

2.1

2.2

The Tree Policy is aimed at providing a framework which details
the Council’s approach to the management and enhancement of its 
tree stock, moving towards the proactive management of Council 
trees rather than ongoing reactive management.

The Tree Policy provides clarity over why decisions and actions are 
taken and thus ensures  that all decisions are transparent, whilst
balancing the risk and nuisance to persons and/or property against 
the aesthetic appearance of our parks and open spaces.



2.3 Council owned trees referred to in this policy include those that are 
located in parks, open spaces, recreation grounds, allotment sites, 
cemeteries, car parks and GBC housing areas including sheltered 
schemes.

2.4 The Tree Policy provides practical advantages which include a 
consistent and fair approach in response to customer enquiries that 
tree works will be evaluated primarily in relation to the assessment of 
risk posed, visual amenity and environmental benefits offered

2.5 The Council will continue with a programme of maintenance to 
reduce avoidable risks and issues such as:

i. Vehicle and Pedestrian collision.
ii. The removal of identifiable risks.
iii. The formative pruning of young trees throughout their 

establishment period to encourage good structure and 
crown formation.

iv. The removal of or pruning of trees where its relationship to 
property causes excessive problems or significantly 
affecting quality of life.

2.6 Works to trees outside the programmed maintenance plan will only 
be undertaken where trees are clearly identified as being a hazard 
i.e. they are:

i. Unsafe.
ii. Causing an obstruction to public foot paths, roads or
iii. Damaging property.

2.7 The Tree Policy aim is to have a positive environmental impact as it 
recognises the value that trees bring to the Borough as well as the 
commitment to effectively managing the tree stock for now and the 
future as recognised in Gosport Borough’s Local Plan Gosport 2011 -
2029.

2.8 The Policy aims to provide a greener environment through its delivery 
by focusing on:

i. Maintaining and improving the tree cover within the Borough 
for the future.

ii. Encouraging the conservation, positive management and the 
appropriate planting of trees throughout the Borough.

iii. Recognising the significant aesthetic, landmark, ecological, 
cultural and historic value trees can provide.

iv. Effectively communicating and engaging with the local 
community so they recognise the importance of trees within 
the Borough.



v. The Council in accordance to Gosport Borough’s Local Plan 
2011 – 2029, look to protect and retain trees, whether situated 
on private or public land, which have attained a sufficient 
score through Tree Evaluation Method for Preservation Orders 
(TEMPO) by recommending to Development Control that 
where appropriate Tree Preservation Order(s) be 
implemented.

vi. Trees under the management and responsibility of Gosport 
Borough Council would not normally be considered for TPO as 
they are deemed to be suitably managed and protected 
through appropriate management.

3 Legal

3.1

3.2

Gosport Borough Council has, under the provisions of Section 197 of 
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, a duty to protect selected 
trees and woodlands in the interest of amenity.  Whilst the Act does 
not define ‘amenity’ the Government guidance states that Tree 
Preservation Orders (TPO’s) should be used to protect selected trees 
and woodlands if their removal were to have a significant impact on 
the local environment and its enjoyment by the public.  As the 
Council is looking to protect trees and woodland on behalf of the 
public, they should be of some public benefit.  Other factors such as 
ecological, cultural and historical value of the tree(s) may also be 
taken into account.

The Act also provides local authorities with the powers to vary and 
revoke TPO’s and government advice states that local authorities 
should keep their TPO’s under review making full use of their 
variation and revocation powers.  It also advises Local Authorities to 
develop methods of assessing the amenity value of trees in a 
structured and consistent manner.

4 Finance

4.1 The council’s tree management service is funded from a number of
Resources:

i. The revenue budget covers cyclical, routine maintenance and 
replacement planting as well as emergency and reactive 
works for trees located on GBC and Housing Land

ii. The Capital programme is available should there be a 
requirement in the future to undertaking new planting schemes 

iii. Successful externally provided grants help to top up the tree 
planting programme 



4.2

4.3

iv. Funding avenues such as the Woodland Trust “Free trees for 
schools and communities” 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/free-trees/   will 
be investigated to maximise the Councils potential for tree 
planting within the borough.

These funding arrangements will not be changed as a result of
Adoption of the Tree Strategy.

The council will seek compensation from any external organisation 
responsible for significant damage to or removal of any council 
owned tree(s) to the value as calculated by
Capital Asset Value for Amenity Trees (CAVAT).

4 Risk Assessment

4.1

4.2

Council managed trees are implicated in insurance claims relating to 
possible or actual subsidence of properties. It is anticipated that, 
following a successful implementation of the Tree Policy the 
Council’s spend on trees related insurance claims can be kept to the 
minimum as far as possible.

The risks of not having a Policy means the Council is open to unfair 
criticism in some circumstances resulting to negative press in some 
cases. Risks to the Council would be minimised by adherence to the 
Tree Policy

5 Conclusion

5.1 The Tree Policy ensures that the Council fulfils its statutory 
responsibility to maintain its tree stock and that the public are aware 
of the level of services that will be delivered within the budgets 
available.

Financial Services comments: The financial implications of adopting the 
policy can be funded from within the 
Council's existing budget.

Legal Services comments:
Crime and Disorder: Situations where tree pruning may be 

appropriate include CCTV coverage if not 
detrimental to the health of life expectancy.

Equality and Diversity: An Equality Impact Assessment has been 
completed on the proposed policy and no 
adverse impacts were identified, Appendix 
2

Service Improvement Plan 
implications:

Streetscene Service Delivery Plan for 
Trees. 

Corporate Plan: The Council’s aim through the delivery of 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/free-trees/


this policy is to improve the quality of 
everyone’s life by providing a greener, 
safer and sustainable future for the 
boroughs tree stock in accordance with the 
Council’s Plan on a Page.

Risk Assessment: Refer to paragraph 3 of this report.
Background papers: Town and Country Planning Act 1990 

section 197
Laws on Trees Forestry and Hedge rows 
Charles Mynors 2002
Gosport Borough Local Plan 2011 -2029 
adopted 2015
Woodland Trust Free trees for schools and 
communities;
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-
trees/free-trees/
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